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1 ESSAY upon I Cor i. 21. 


For after that, in the Wiſdom of God. 
the World by Wiſdom knew not God, 


it pleaſed God by the Fooliſhneſs of oY 
preaching 70 Save them that beheve. . 


HERE is perhaps at this Day no- 
thing reckoned more contemp- 
tible, than the preaching of che 
| Croſs. of Chriſt, by a Multitude 
among us who pretend to polite 
Learning, to be wiſe above their 


1 Fellows, and talk as if MWiſdom were to die with _ 
them: And yet in all their Objections againſt 


Chriſtianity, in all rheir Sarcaſms againſt its Doc- 


trines, they give no higher Evidence of their 
Wiſdom: or Learning, than theſe in Corinth, and : 


other Parts of Greece did, whom the Apoſtle Paul 
does here confound in all their Pretences, by po- 
ſing them with, or rather by appealing to the 


World fer an Anſwer to this Queſtion. What 
the better is the World ? Or is it cver likely 1 


be by all that theſe Perſons have done, or propo- 


35 ſed to do, 905 all their 1 e to Wal. bars of 
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; 47 | 
: 8 Where is the wiſe Man! > Where is the 
tribe ? Where is the Diſputer of this World > © 


By the wiſe Mex, we are to underſtand the Phi- 5 
Joſophers, who arrogated Wiſdom to themſelves. 
By the Scribe may be well underſtood the Fewiſb | 
Doctor, or Rabbi, whoſe Buſineſs it was to ex- 
plain the Law. By the Diſputer of #bis Warid, 


or. the deep Searcher, or Inquirer of this Age, as 
the Words (a) may de read, we may underſtand 
ſuch, whether 3 the Few or Gentile Philoſo- 
Phers, who enquired into the Nature of Things, 
into the Nature, State, and Condition of Man- 


| kind, and propoſed Methods of their own, or re- 


fined upon the Schemes of others, ſo as to teach 
the World hew they might be happy. 
Now when' the Apoſtle asks the Queſtion, 


M pere is the wiſe Man? W/bere is the Scribe? & c. 
the Import is not that there were none to be 
found who bore that Name, or affected to be rec- 
koned worthy of it. There were neyer a greater 
Number of ſuch in the World, and in no Place of 


jt did they more abound than at Corinth, and the 
other Cities of Greece: Learning was at this 


Time at its Height there, Philoſophers of all Seats 
abounded, and People travelled thither from all Na- 


tions for their Education, ſo that it became a pro- 


| verbial Way of ſpeaking to have been at Atheus, 
or Corinth; to import a Man's having ſtudied the 
more polite Part of () Learning. 


Never did the Scribes, or Doctors of the Law, 


abound x more chan at this Time. The two ta- 
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moũs Schools of Hille, and Sbammai at Feruſas 


lem did train up, and ſend forth through all Pla- 


ces where the Fews were ſcattered, Multitudes of 
their Diſciples, to propagate their ſeveral Doc- 


trines and Expoſitions of the Law; by whom Re- 


alide, and their Expoſitions and Traditions, where- 


by they made void the Law of God, as our Sa- 
viour does juſtly charge them, were all that they 


taught their Fellowers, as the only Method to 


attain Happineſs, and the Favour of God. - 


At no former Period then, was there ever 2 


greater Number pretend ing to Wifdom, and ſet- 
ting up to teach others wherein true Happineſs 


lay, and the Way to attain it. 5 
But ſaith the Apoſtle, here is the wiſe Man? 


Where is the Scribe > Where is the Diſputer of this 
Age? What have they done by all their Learning? 
What hath the World becn advantag'd by their 
Schemes? Is the World either the better, or 
' wiſer to Salvation? Tea, ſays he, bath not Go 

made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World? Hath 
he not in the Conduct of Providence given a plain 


Demonſtrat ion, that the World by all that they 


have done, or by all they ſhould be able this 


Way to do, is neither the better nor the wiſer, 


4 


confilt?. | . 
And therefore it was every Way agrecable to 


Divine Wiſdom, it was every Way ſuited to God's 
great Deſign, to tain #be Pride of all Glory, that 

when theſe Men, by all their Learning and Wi- 
dom, by all their different Schemes propoſed, had 

failed of the main End, namely, ot retorming the 
World: It was then worchy of God, 


and like 


ligion, as it was laid in the Bible, was intirely laid: 


with Reſpect to that wherein true Happineſs doth 
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' himſelf, mereifully to ſtep 


OE E PT IF 
* 8 * 
* 
, 
L Y 4 


- 


in, and give to the 


World,both of Je and Gentile,a Revelation, and 


clear Diſcovery of the only 
could be made happy, whereby the World might 


Method whereby they 


be reformed, and poor fallen Man inſtated in the 
Divine Favour, and made happy in him, in whom 
alone their Happincls can ly, and in Conformity 
to whom does confilt the Os Ba Dignity of 


the human Nature: And therefore adds the A- 


that believe. 


ngreeable to the Ne 
Divine Goodneſs, if this 


- 13 


poſtle in the Words which we propoſe to illu- 
ſtrate, For after that, in the Wiſdom of God, the 
World by their Wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed 
God, by the Fooliſbneſs of Preaching, to ſave them 


Among all the Objections made againſt Chri- 
ſtianity in this degenerate Age, there is none per- 

| haps more frequently. made Uſe of, nor wherein 
the profeſſed Enemies of Chriſtianity would ſeem 

more to glory and triumph than in this. What, 

{ay they, is this reg ? Is it becoming, or 
Notions we. muſt frame of the 


be the .only Way to 


Happineſs, that God ſhould have leſt Men ſo 
long in the dark, and only at the End of four 
thouſand Years to have given a Revelation or Diſ- 
a,,, 
I need not inform my Readers in how many 
pl our late (e) Writings againſt Divine Revelati- 


on, this Objection is thrown up, and inſiſted up- 


dn with all the 


chetorick and Eloquence they are 
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7 from others, and furbiſhed them up the beſt 


uad wherein Divine Widom doch thine, 2 
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© And yer, if T am nor mifgken, there is nothing 
in this Gbjection in which they ſo much ſeem to 


lory,but what they have botrowed from theſe Phi- 
oſophers and Scribes, who firſt oppoſed Chriſtia- 


nity when it began to be publiſhed to the World; 


and therefore we may be allowed to tell theſe 


Gentlemen, that for all their Pretences to pro- 
found Learning, and accurate Reaſoning, they 


have here done nothing but borrowed their Wea- 


Way they were able, thinking now, in the End 


Contain a ſolid and ſatisfying Anſwer to that Ob- 


jection, as it was framed of old by the wiſe Men, 


and Philoſophers of that Age; and does equally 


enervate all the Force that is in theſe Harrangues, 


that of late have been made- 3 Chriſtianiry 
its appearing no ſooner in the World. © 


And that I may illuſtrate this Argument, I pro- 


poſe the following Method to open up the Anſwer 


il, as it lies in the ſeveral Branches of this 
7; V * 72 
imo, I incline to explain that Branch or Pro- 
poſition in the Words, That the World by Wiſdom 
J.. 7 a7 HH #8 OE Pe 
A214, That whar the World did reckon the 
Fooliſbneſs of Preaching, was a Mean worthy of 
- God's appointing, and every Way fitted to an- 
ſwer the great End propoſed, namely, the Sal- 
z ôͥ„/·/“„ / 5 or eu 
tio, That it. was every Way worthy of God, 


ol the World, to make a better Figure with 
them, than the wiſe Men and Diſputers of that 
Age, who firſt made Uſe of tem. 

I do reckon that the Words of the Apoſtle do 
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| whole. 

Imo, The fd Thing TY is to BTR That. 
 #be N orld by all their en, kite du not God. 

which Phraſe we are not to underſtand, that they - 
had 0 Knowledge or Idea of a living and true 

| God, or that they did not own apa: acknowledge 
that chere was a ſupreme. Being, whio formed this 

World, and gave Life and i kö the nd oe 


of Creatures with which it is ſtored ;' and tha 
therefore he was the Object o their Worſhip, 
Praiſes, Prayers, Homage and Adoration. The 
Evidence of the Being * "Gal, was too glaring” in 
the Works of W 1 and Providence, from 5 | 
Things without them, and what they felt thin 
them; for theſe wiſe Men to be altogether igno- 
rant of this, Rom. i. 21. The inviſible Things of 
God, &c. But the plain Meaning from the Apoſtle 8s 
Diſcourſe i in this Context is, That by ali their 
Wiſdom they atrained not that Knowledge of the 
true and living God, of their Dependence on him, | 
as could dire& them to the Enjoyment of him as 
their chief Portion and Happineſs; or how they | 
might be reconciled to him, ſo as to be again ad- 
mitted into his Favour, and have tlie Corruption 
and Depravity of their Nature cured, without 
which they could not be made happy, or in caſe 
to enjoy God, to reſt, and 04 850 in him as their | 
alone compleat Happineſs and Salvation. | 
his is that Knowledge of God. which they 
were deſtitute of, and ſo in all their | Searches“ 
* E W they did but wander | in the Mazes 


"of 0 


— 


LA 


C | Ts their own blinded. Underſtanding, and $202 | 
F. 55 »/hng themſelves , to. le wiſe, became Fools, never 
| -afrawing..fo the true End of Wiſdom, either 


1 18 f * 


© how to obt ain it. 


2 9 4 , 


(uus zhe Mori by their Wiſdom knew net God + 
| „By the Verl ſome incline only to underſtand the 
|, Gewiles, who were deſtitute of external Revela- 
- *;tion,; while other Interpreters conſidering that tze 
|} - Sree is in the Context joined with the wiſe Men, 
\ || © + or Philoſophers; do incline to underſtand the learn- 
een Rabbi or Doctors of the Law among the Fews, 
2s well as Philoſophers among the Gentiles. 
Here it muſt be acknowledged, that the Fews 
| _-had,vaſily the Advantage of the Heathens, in as 
< ( much as they had Revelation among them ; for 
||! _ to them, were committed the Oracles of God, Rom. 
„ ii. 1, Sc. It muſt be owned, that to them per- 
A ained the Adoption and the Glory, the Covenants, 
[ the giuing of the Law, the Service of God, and 
|  #be Promiſes, 8c. Rom, ix. 4, 5. So that when 
| the Lord made known his Statutes _ 
10 Facob, be dealt not ſo with every Nation, Plal. 
ill} Theſe ſacred Oracles containing a Revelation 
ok God's gracious Purpoſe and Deſign of ſaving 
poor Sinners thro? the Mediation of a great High- 
. prieſt, who was to come and make A ttonement for 
Tranſgreſſion, thro a great Sacrifice and Propi - 
tiation; and the whole of their Worſhip being 
emblematical, and typical of it: Had theſe 7eus 
taken heed to theſe Things thus revealed, and 
made known among them in a Suitableneſs to that 
Dipenfation of the Covenant of Grace, which 
FEET 
p , . Wow 


* 
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| Redeemer, might have flouriſhed among them (d). 


Let ſo it is in Fact, that at that Time when the 


Saviour came into the World, and when Chri- 


ſtianity began to be preached and publiſhed to 


Mankind, the Fewiſ Church was miſerably cor- 
. . rupted ; and their learned Men and Rabb7s among 


them, who pretended to teach others the Law and | 


| Knowledge of God, were themſelves ignorant of 
-It, and had left the true ſpiritual Meaning and 
Intent of their Religion, and transformed the 
ſame into a meer external Form, and had by 
their Traditions made void the Law of God, as 


our. Saviour does charge them, Matth. xv. 3, 6. 
Mark vii. 13. And in the great and important 


| Matters of Salvation he - warns the Multitudes 
© to let them alone, as Mid Guides of the Blind, 
"obo muſt both fall into the Ditch, Math xv. 14. 
and xxiii. 16. John ix. 41. And the Apoſtle Paul 


does charge againſt them the | (ame Blindneſs 
and Ignorance of the Knowledge of God, and the 
Way of Salvation through him, Rom. ix. 31, &c. 
Rom. x. 3. For being ignorant of the Righteouſ- 


neſs of God, and going about to eſtabliſh a Righte- 


_ ouſueſs of their own, they ſubmitted not to the 


Lp 


7 Righteouſneſs of God. 


Not to mention the Diviſions and Seas among 
them, and the prevailing Party of the Sadduces, 
who may, without great Breach of Charity, be 
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(d) See this explained and;illuftrated, to excellent Pur- 


5 poſe, in a late Eſſay publiſhed by an ingenious Gentle - 
; man, Intituled, Some Thoughts concerning Religion an- 7 


ral and revealed, & . 
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_— * 
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. | (/ 1, ) - 1 
4 ranked with Deiſts, as denying the Immortality. 
a). of the Soul and the Reſurrection, yet theſe were 
ne | in chief Power, as is eyident from the A&s of the | 
tr | Apoſtles ; Tis plain that the Phariſees, who 


8 were look d upon as the better and more religi- 
cus Part of the Fews, and who were at this Time 


ng diſtinguiſned as Followers ſeverally of the two | 
At famous Schools of Shammai and Hillel, had equal- 


4 Iy and entirely gone off from the Meaning and 
nd J Spirituality of their Law and Worſhip, were 
do ignorant of the Righteouſneſs of God, and the | 
| -the Way of Salyation- to poor loſt Sinners; ann 
while they ſought after the Law of Rightequſneſs, - | 
pet they attained not to it; and therefore, notwith=- | 
_— ſtanding all their Wiſdom and high Pretenſions 


= may juſtly fall under the Charge here in the Text, 


. 4 'y That by their Wiſdom they knew not God. 3 
5 But when. we look. into the Gentile World, | 
os it was at this Time wholly overſpread with Dark- NF 
5 neſs and Ignorance 3 and at no former Period was 4 
. Irreligion and Atheiſm ſo prevalent as at this par- | 
A It ĩs very true, that God had in his wiſe Prov. 
he + _ dence raiſed up among them ſome very great Men, 

* } who aſſumed to themſelves Miſdom, and were reck- 


"2 © oned by others wiſe Men and Philoſophers, and theſe 
od had laid out themſelves by their Leſſons of moral, 
2 | Philoſophy to rectify Mankind, whom they own'd- © + 
do be miſerably corrupt, and lamented in very a- 
I 6fecting Strains of Eloquence, the miſerable de- 
I praved State of human Naturme. 
—Scverals of theſe, beſides their own Searches in- 
do natural Wiſdom, had the Advantage of ligbt- 
> | ing their Torches, as it is by ſome expreſſed, at 
e- | | the Light of Divine Revelation. They had Oo 
3 74-0190! ee rs ene RG 
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(29). 

© Eaflon id chefr Travels to converſe with the Ter, 
(c) and had the Advantage of the Law of 11%, 
and. other Parts of holy Write, being tranſlated 
into the Greek Language near 300 Years before” 
the coming of our Saviour (F) im the Fleſh?" After“ 
which Time, it is moſt certain, that chele grtat 
Men did talk otherwiſe, both coneerning Gd 
and his Perfections, as well as the Precepts of Mo 
rality, than any of them did before they had that 
Advantage. Plato and Soorates do deliver them 
ſelves in ſuch” a Manner, as is evident they — 1 
beholden to the Revelation among the \Fews 
tho? they did not own ſo much; and, as is | 
_ likewiſe 0 * Gd not ae its 
n 7 

68 . 


a 
WL 


() Pjthagorar, at all Asses 1 e — 
Egypt at the Time that the Fews and "Jeremiah were 
there, and from thence went to Babylon, where Daniel . 
and others were; and it cannot be imagined, that he 
who travelled to know the Learning and different Reli- 
E of the World, would overlock the Fewiſh, While 

e _ ſo good an Opportunity of intorming himſelf, . 1 

(0 Tho' I give little Credit to the fabulous Acgounts 


| of the 10 Interpreters implo ed by Ptolemy King of E. 


Obi to tranſlate the Bible: Yet it is certain that 38 the © \ 
Jau returning from Rabylon, - where they loſttheimwowa 
= Linuage, and learned the Caldean, were very ſoon 
5 — to have the ſacred Books tranſlated 1 into the 
Idean Tongae for their Service at Home, aud in their 
blick Worſhip ; juſt ſo the ſame Neceſſity obliged | 
the Jews at Mlexum! ia, and other parts ot Egypt, wheres 
they were in great Numbers, to have the QId/T eftament. 
Books wre into Greek, 4 80 the Language which 
hey then {| ke and underſtood it was at that Times 
= * far through the World, and the Language which” - 


mot ſtudied and ſpoke yall learned Men. 


a 4 
1 


2h ca, x 
Ter afterall; mere is the viſe Man? N dere is 


advantaged by them? Was the World grown 


$ 


better? Was. Human Naeute reſormedꝰ Were 


People more religious 25 Ke Yea on-the contrary they 0 
were grown worſe tian before! 
The two famous: Schools of Philoſophy, namely 
the Jonick founded by Thales the Mile fian, and 
the Halioł founded by Pythagoras, and the. great 


NMlen that ſucctrded theſe; ſuch as Socrates, Nato, 


and others, were able to do as little this Way as 


thoſe who went before them. 


The Sroick Philoſophers, wbo ptetended to be a 


little more refind in their Notions of Happineſti, 


and Precepts of Morality than thoſe who went be- 


fore them, yet all their Philoſophy was look d on 
in the World but as an airy Speculation, and no 
Way ſuited to the Nature and Condition f 
Epicurus, who had refined upon the Principles: -f 
Anaximander, who ſeems firſt to have founded the 
Aittomical Philoſophy, and laid the Foundation for 


* 


Atheiſts. to build on; Epicurus, we ſay, with his 


Diſciples, who were very numerous, had indeed 
- abundantly rediculed the Vanity of the Heathen 


Gods, the Folly: and Impiety of that Worſhip. 


that was offered up to them: But what was Man- 
kind the better of his Philoſophy, while he left the 


World im a Manner Atheiſts, without any Rer. 
ligion at al, Lea, ve may ſay, without 4 G 
fon the World to worthip, unleſs ſuch an one. 
wham he had pent up in the Heayens, and who 
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| off this Philoſophy to the 


Lucretius had, af an 4 


25 Lari "VP ſer 


1 where 
by the whole of the Roman Empire was debauch- 


ed; ; and it is owned by ſuch as have ſeatched 
moſt into the Hiſtory of that Time, That never 


was the World ſo filled with Atheiſm, never was 


| Mankind ſo ignorant of, and unconcerned about 
| - any Thing that looked like Religion, | 


Juſtly then may we, here with the A poll, 
conclude, That the World by all, their Haun 


1 knew not God. 


II. We come next 1 illuſtrate the ſecond Pos : 


tian, namely, That what the World did reckon 
the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, was a Mean worthy 


of Cod, and every way fitted to anſwer the great 


LO. End dejigned, that is the Salvation of a loſt World. 
This Method, the Reſult of infinite 'Wiſdom,. 


is here in the Text called the Foolj iſbueſs of Preach- 


ing, not becauſe it was Fooliſhneſs in its ſelf, or 
'| | what its Preachers had Reaſon to be amet of, 


Rom: i. 16. Seeing it was the Power of God to ; 
Salvation to every one that believeth, to the 


| firſt, and alſo to the Gentiles. But the Apoſtle: — a 


gives us to underſtand what it was that the World, 
whether of Few or Gentile, did then reckon ir to be. 
They did look upon the preaching of the Goſ- 
pel to be Fooliſhneſs, and that both in reſpect of 


its Subject Matter, and the Manner of 1 its being 3. 


preached. or publiſhed to the World. + 
Firſt, InReſpe& of the Subject Matter of i ir, name- - 


* ly the preaching of a crucified Chriſt, This the A- 


poſtle tells us in the Context, was to the op 42 


[| 3 to the Greeks Fooliſhne/s. Tho 


ews ſtumbled at the Doctrine of -a' crucified 14S 
Chriſi, 8 * . not © Og" with their Noti- 
3 ons 


Dos of ron and 3 . in which 
they expected their Meſſias or Saviour ſhould ap- 


It was on the other Hand reckoned the 


| melt fooliſh Thing in the Eyes of the wiſe Philo- 
lophers, that they ſhould expect Salvation from 


one who never made a Figure in the World, who 
was ignominiouſſy treated at Feruſalem, and cru- 


fed by his own Countreymen. 


Thus, without looking into the Cauſe itſelf, 


or giving a fair and impartial Hearing to Chriſ- 


tianity, or what 'its Preachers had to ſay in its 
Defence, it was condemned as Fooliſhneſs, _ 


out inquring further into it, 


* Secondly, It was reckoned Fooliſhneſs by che 


: World, in reſpect of the Manner of its Doctrines 
being preached, Chriſt did not chuſe the #7/e, 


the Learned, and the Great Men of this World, 
who by their Authority and Influence, their Lear- 
ning and Eloquence, might ſpread his Doctrine, and 
gainProſelyres to it. But he choſe out at firſt twelve 

lain illiterate Men, and of mean Station in the 
Won, and theſe he made his Witneſſes, theſe he 


| conſtitute his Apoſtles and Ambaſſadors to go 


into, all the wee preach Salvation thro him 
to a loſt World. 
This indeed is what Human Wiſdom could 


never have contrived, but would have choſen a 
Method the very Reverſe of this, and made Uſe 
of the learned and great Men of the World, as 
_ the. fitteſt Inſtruments to propagate its Doctrine, 
and gain Submiſſion to its Precepts. Thus the 
Philolo 
had ſo nelle Effect in the World, becauſe. * 


phers did complain that their Philoſophy 


X 


. (: 160 * 5 ; 
be wie u World would have INE 5 
* 1 and Authority the amore prubable, Me- 
thod of - ſtabliſhing oligion, and gaining: the 
World's ſubmitting to it. But had . Chriſtianity 
been propagate. in this. Manner, it would thereby 


being diuine. 

For however tho Wich aid: )rogkows this to. She 
 Fooluſbneſs; — s a few; poor Men,, without 
the Learning of the Age, withaut Elaguense, | 
| |, © without: Authority, ' are ſent ta preach this Goſpel, 
and bid the Fews lay aſide their Expectations of 

2 MNeſſias coming in Splendor, and all he tem- 
potal Advantages they expected from him and 
ſubmit to be the Diſciples of a cruciſied Jeſus; to 
bid the Gentiles renounce their Gods, their ſtately 
Temples and ſumptuous Worſhip, and yield - 
bedience to Chriſt and take on his Croſs, to receive 
E . theſe Doctrines, and fall in with:theſc Commands 
| that are direRly contrary to their beloved: Luſts 

1 and Pleaſures; to command theſe wiſe Men to 
lay aſide the Conceit of themſelves and their Wiſ- 
dom, to lay down their Pride and Vanity, and 
ſit as Scholars at the Feet of Jeſus, preaching this 
Doctrine; that we muſt deny ourſelves and fol- 
low him, expect no temporal Advantage from our 
Profetfion, but that on the contrary, #hrough;,ma- 
|. | mnifold Perſecutions and Tribulatians we muſt; enter 
imo the Kingdom of Heaven; that we mult fix 
our Hope on theſe Things that are inviſible, be- 
vyond Time and the Grave, and that here we muſt 
. lay our -> won with e and RL | 


. his Sake, 


| 3 
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have been deſtitute ol ane Sa Evidence ok: «s | 
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poſition, let theſe Men, who deny Miracles, and 


| Learning of the World fall before it: When 
this Doctrine, thus preached, did conquer all Op- 


talk ſo much about the Nature of Things, ex- 
explain to us how ſuch Doctrine, and preached 


in what they do reckon a fooliſh Manner, could 
ever prevail in the World, unleſs a Divine Power 
had accompanied the Preaching of the ſame. 
Now, that which theſe Men, and Diſputers of 
that Age, did reckon the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, 


was a Mean worthy of God, and fitted to anſwer | 


the great End propoſed, namely, the Recovery of 
Mankind from their Sin and Miſcry, by healing 
their Natures, and inſtating them in Favour with 
It is acknowledged by all, That true Wiſdom 
does conſiſt in propoſing the greateſt and nobleſt 


End, and in purſuing it by Means moſt proper to 


\ 


Attain it. | 


The greateſt Enemies of Chriſtianity among us 


cannot deny but that it is an End worthy of | 


God, and ſuitable to his infinite, glorious, and 


amiable Perfections to take Piry upon a World of 


rational Creatures drenched in Sin and Miſery, 
whoſe Nature is ſo depraved that they are incapa- 
ble ofreliſhing true Happineſs, incapable of acting 


ſuitable to the Dignity of their Natute, incapable 


ol being made happy untill their Nature be renew- 


ed: Who, untill they be made partakers of ibe Di- 


wine Nature, their Souls framed and changed 


into a holy, heavenly, and God-like Temper and 
| Diſpoſition of Mind, all the Fulneſs of God, all 
the Glory of the higher Houſe, is not capable of 


— 


making them happy. 


* 
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vis 1 is Anwi to be the Sate of Man- 
kind, even by thoſe who impugn the Neceſſity of 
Divine Revelation: They own the Corruption 
and Depravity of our Nature, while they 24 
not to be able well to account for the Way or 
Means, how we fell into ſuch a mleancholy deplo 
rable Condition. | 

Now what can be more worthy of God, than 
to pity his own Creatures, rational Creatures 
indued with an immortal Soul, not to periſh when 
it leaves this Body, but to have an eternal Durati- 
on; and yet ſo ſunk in Sin, and corrupted in all the 
Powers and Faculties of the Soul, as is incapable 
in chat Condition to be happy, or ati in anyRegard 
' worthy, of its Original. 
It chen it be Wiſdom to propoſe the highe eſt 


| and nobleſt End, nothing can ſavour more of in- | 


finite Wiſdom, than this, which is the great 
Scope and Deſign of Chriſtianity, of Chriſt's com- 
Ing into the World, and the Doctrine which from 
Heaven he did reveal, namely, to pity Mankind 
in. their preſent State, again to render them capa- 
ble of anſweting the great End of their Creation, 
to ſhew forth the Glory of him who gave them a 
Being, to ſer before them the Remedy from Sin 
| and all its fatal Conſequences. 
Thus our great God and Saviour did maniſeſt 
Himſelf merciful and compaſſionate to his Crea- 


+ tures: Yea amazing is tlic Inftance of his Love 


und Pity this Way, which the Goſpel doth re- 
veal, RE the don of God thould become the Son of 
"Man, that we, the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
who had fallen from our Integrity, and caſt our- 
 {lves out of the Divine Favour, would be reliev- 
ed out of our n, and being made the an. 


velation and its. Nec 


< 19 :) 
of eur beaveniy Father, fullied 3 in his Profjken 


and ſanctified by his Grace ſhould again be 


made happy in Likeneſs. and Conformity of our 
Natures to God himſelf. 

Sure then, this which is the great Scope o 
Chriſtianity, this which is the great End of Chriſt? 
coming into the World, muſt be ackowledged by 


all to be every Way worthy of God, and 9 


muſt lay all the Redeemed under 77M ſtrongeſt 


| Tyes and ſweeteſt Obligations, to proclaim 155 


Chace and Mercy here, and all his PerfeEtions 
thro' the whole Length of their eternal Duration, 
Epb. i. 3. 4, 5, 6, 7, Ce. 5} 

Now. as Divine Wiſdom is evidently manifefl 
in this ſo noble and generous Deſign, far beyond 


Whatever was propoſed by theſe Fhiloſophers, in 


all the Attempts they made to be uſeful in the 


: World; ſo the Means of bringing about this End; 


even thele which the preaching of the Goſpel does 

reyeal, axe no leſs worthy of God, and "plierel? | 
his mah Wiſdom doth, and will eternally ſhine: 
\ Theſe Gentlemen (s) who impugn Divine Re- 

ty, have diſplay'd all 575 * 

Bloquence in reprefenting the Supreme Being to 


us, as £99 od and beneficent, merciful and kind, lov< 


compaſſionate, and therefore moſt ready 


ing. gag 


to paxdon and forgive his Creatures, the Work ot 


his own. Hands, upon their FRE! « and 1 


ee heir © Sin. 
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195 such ens Hebes a un in the laſt Age, 
is Book intituled, The Oracles of Reaſon; and Tindat 


Wie IE in bis Jooks Chri Ni 4s old as 5 the Creation; 
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The Light of Reaſon, ſay they, and the Na- 
Pure of Things, does diſcoyer ſo much to us, with- 
© out any Neceſſity of a Revelation,” and that any 
bother Method propoſed, in what we Chriſtians 
believe to be the Word of God, is derogatory to 
theſe Ideas of his lovely and amiable Perfe&ions, 
| | by which all Mankind would frame their Notions 

of the Supreme Being, were it not, ſay they, that 

Superſtition hath taught them otherways, and in- 
ſtilled in them Notions of God as if he were cruel, 
ſevere, and an arbitrary Being, 
FH Pardon me for uſing the Expreſſions; it is the 
Language in which theſe Gentlemen choſe to re- 
preſent their own Sentiments, and redicule thoſe 

V 
8 And ſo, according to them, the Doctrine of 
deri coming into the Wirld to ſave Sinners, to 

be a Sacrifice and Propitiation for Sin, is reckon- {/ 
ed not only Fooliſhneſs, and unworthy of God, but 
likewiſe directly contrary to what right Reaſon = 
would teach and inſtruct us. 

Ang then as to poſitive Frecepts and If, 
pf Religion and Reyelarion, againſt theſe they in- 
Ti veigh bitterly as altogether uſeleſs, and that by 
IG them we repreſent the Divine Being as Arbi- 
. trary, who would command us Things meerly 

for the Sake of Commanding, and which have no 


- 


. W's 4 „ . Lox = I& © : 
. real Connection or Influence upon our Happineſs, 
4 oe roatrain ir. 


In theſe two Points eſpecially do they reckon the 
preaching of the Goſpel to be Fooliſhneſs, and no 
Way in the Nature of * ſuited to the End 
propoſed, the Happineſs of Mankinxe. 
But would they allow Chriſtianity a fair Hear- 
ing, it will appear even to the Conviction of 
r Reaſen 


= 21 | 0 
Reaſon itſelf, that the Goſpel which they reckon 
the Fooliſhneſs of preaching, is every Way wor- 
thy of God, and wherein his Wiſdom docs ſhine 
forth. 5 1 1 ; 
Iſt, We will allow them to harangue as much 
as they pleaſe, upon theſe Attributes of the Mercy 
and Goodneſs of God, and all their Diſcogrſes on 
theſe Points have been far from exhauſting the 
'  Subje&; we cannot enough extol his Goodnefs, 
and his Perfections are infinite, not to be ſuffictent= 
ly extolled by the Tongue of Men and Angels: 
But we would ask theſe Gentlemen, if they will 
allow Fuſtice and Holineſs to be any Way eſſenti- 


al to the Divine Nature. 


* Ik they will not, as indeed they ſpeak very ſpa- 
of ringly on that Head, then they frame to themſelves 
to ff an Idea very unworthy of that God who made the 
- World, and rules in it, and governs his reaſon- 
at able Creatures by a Law. TE 
n | If they will grant ſo much, as of Neceſſity they | 
HD mult, then they muſt frame no Idea of the Divine 
1s MF Benignity, Mercy and Goodneſs, but what is at 
1 the ſame Time conſiſtent with his Holineſs, Juſ- 

y tice, and other Perfe&ions. | 7; 

i- Y Now, we-would fain know, if it be ſo very con- 
ly ſiſtent with the Idea that we muſt frame of God, 
"he as the juſt and ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe, 
„ | whois to rule and govern his Creatures by a Law, 

KK thr eternal Rule of Righteouſneſs, the Tranſcript 
1e of his own Holineſs ; that Sinners and Transgreſ- 
0 ſors of his Law, yea who daily are repeating thei i 
_ Acts of Tranſgrefſion and Rebellion againſt him, 

that ſuch Perſons can have good Ground to ex- 
— pect, that upon their Repentance, that is, as ex—- 
f pPlwained by theſe Gentlemen, upon the Perſons ac- 


knowledging 
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a) 
owkdging ch he is a Sinner, hw G the 
12 and righteous Fudge of all the Bast i to 


N Fe them, and tho” continuing in Sin, to Fe. 


ore them to his Favour, 


We wauld ask them, it his Holineſs and; ice : 


do not oblige him to puniſn the Tranſgreſſor, to 
vindipate the Holineſs and Honour of his Law, 
and how without this, the very End of Govern- 
ment can be ſecured? How es rways can fs 
frame to ourſelves any Idea of God and of his 


yerameat, conſiſtent with that Idea of, Holineſs ang 


Juſtice, which the very Light of Nature does pro- 


claim to be an eſſential Perfection of his . 3 
The Scripture Expreſſions to this purp 
fied) in Matter of Fact, Pſ. I. 25. 


val done, and 1 kept Silence: Thou allows 7 „ 
was altagether ſuch an one as thyſelf, &c., Becauſe TM 
the Lord did not i 5 


mediately inflict Puniſhment 
upon the Tranſgreſſor, therefore they conclude, that. 


he js luch as they, are, that he is, no. more offended 


at Sin than they are, that he is as ready to ſor⸗ 


give their Sin, as they ate to forgive ae 5 
and if this be not to fruſtrate all Ends of Gouern- 
5 ment, if this be not to embolden Sinners to, go. in = 
Rebellion againſt God and his Laws, Lappe to 
all chat will allow. themſelves the Exerciſe of Rea: 
jon. The wiſe Man Ssjomau's Obſervation, a 


1 hope our Deiſts will allow, at leaſt, he was not. 
inferior. to themſelves in Point of Wiſdom; his 
Obſeryation we ſay is, Eccleſ. viii. 11. Beeauſe- Sent, 
tence is not ſpeedily execute againſt an evil 2 


therefore the Hearts of the Sous of Men is, fully. 
et in t hem to do Evil. It, according to the Idea 
| theſe Gentlemen would have- us to frame of. 


an r may go en in the ** Ways, "3 
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Imma z dulge themſelves in all that their corrupt. 
Heart luſteth after, it is but at the End of their 
Days ſaying unto the righteous Judge of all the 
Earth, I repent, I am ſorry for my Deeds, and 
thereupon they may be confident of his Favour: | 
Can this conſiſt with God's Holineſs and Juſtice® |} 
Are theſe Maxims proper to ſecure the Ends ok 
SBovernment? Can ſuch Principles as theſe have 
aà fuitable Influence to deter from tranſgreffing his 
Laws, and keep the Children of Men in a holy 
Ae and Reverence of his Majeſty, © 
Yea but, ſay they, his Holineſs and Juſtice, 
and all the Ends of Government are abundant- 
ly ſecured while he pardoneth none but the Peni- 
But we would ask them, What is it they mean 
by Repentance? So far as their Diſcourſes on this 
Head go, they ſeem to mean no more by it, ſave”. 
the Perſon's acknowledging before God, that he 
hath finned, and that he is ſorry for it, even 
. while he is as prone as ever to be guilty of the like,” 
or ſame Crime, when Temptation or Opportuni- 


* 
7 
* 


ty come in his Way. ny, js | 
Ik at any Time they go further in their Diſ- 
courſes concerning Repentance, the utmoſt they 
mean by it is, the Perſon's breaking off his former 
wicked and rebellious Courſe, and ſome ouvert 
Acts of Sin, while they ſpeak nothing àt all df 
the Change of Nature, or Habits and Principles 
of Holineſs, oppoſite to theſe vitious corrupt Ha- 
bits, the Soutce of our Rebellion. It is plain 
there Is no more in their Repentance, than che 
gross out ward Sins, for a Courſe of more or 5 
Re oo Aer ana: acloamada 2 . 2 * Enn - at 


5 a Y « [ 


54 


E [|- { * 
and hidden Wickedneſs,. and Enmiry grin | 


God. 
— * this is al the Notion they have 


of Repentance, how is it poſſible they, or any 


© Perſon, can ſatisfy their own Conlcience, in the 


Proſpe& of ſtanding before the righteous Fudge of 


all the Earth, and venture his eternal Salvation 


upon this ſole Foundation, that God is merciful, 
and that he acknowledges he is a Sinner, and has 5 


tranſgreſſed his holy and righteous Laws. 
But we would further ask theſe Gentlemen u 


on their own Principles, If it be To clear now _ 


from the Light of Nature, that upon Repentance 
we can be aſſured of Pardon from our Almighty 


Creator and Judge, how came it to paſs, that rill 
ol late, the whole World, Learned and Ignorant, 


110 the wiſe Men, Philoſophers, whole Kingdoms 
|| Iii and Nations in the World, did believe = very 


. contrary; and that it was ner to appeaſe the 


1 oftended Deity by ſome i or Sati Fas- 1 
Tion? 
It ſeems that it is only in | theſe laſt Ages of tlie 


World, chat the Light of Nature doth, ſhine forth 


| fo clearly: For it is undeniable in Fact, and the 
| Hiſtory of all Ages do atreſt, that no ſuch Thing | 
was found out, or believed, by thoſe who ſeem d 


not to want ſome Knowledge of the Supreme Be- 
ing, the Creator and Governor of the Univerſe, 


ore than theſe Gentlemen who talk ſo much of N 


$ the Light of Nature in our Day. 


©, 74d: let theſe Perſons who. exalt [EIN "2 
much. give us a Reaſon how, in the Nature of 


tbe Thing, all Nations appear ſo: very early to 


ll. + have imbib” d the Op pinion, yea were ſo perſuaded 
olf it, that 2255 mad it 9 ran * * . 
g "x 


EF - 
? * 
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„ ; 
gion, that the Deity: was to be àppeaſed, ot᷑ 
rendred propiriqus by: Sacriſices, and that there 
was no Pardon without ſome Sort of, Satisſaction. 
Let them gie us an Aulwer to wpat is objected 
ro them on that Head, and lately to good Putpeſe 
in the ſarementioned Eſſay, Some. Thoughts a I 
carning natural andi retuealed Religiu. 
| 
| 
N 


Welate confident to affitmg in Oppoſitiam auto 
wt Pühriples, Thit by Naturs's L She, en lu 
Idea we can from Nature form of God andt is 
: Periections; no Man that is truly concerned about 
15 Eternity, and hom he ſhall appear before God sri 
7 banal; can, or will reſt ſatisfiad. in his/awn Mind 
| | thatuponhigacknogloadgingihisLranſgrefſion, God 
| e ported oe OR and receive: him into his 
|. * Favourni 2A ndall.thar they Have lately Aidtupon 
Fe this Subject are nothing elſe bur what, they ha v 
>» 


tro. d fromRevelation, where they: take: upprin· 3 
ciples revealed, but not in the Oi he 

Rand; im che ſacred Records; and as it bath bern 
lately cobjected to them, that it is pretey arrogant 


w & 


— 

n in them to take up Principles: rom Revelation, 
e audi then paum them upon the World, as if they 
> wes the Dictates of: Nature s Light; in order c 
4 deſtroy Reue lation itſelt, from Which they did. 
"I borrow! theſe Prineiples; and which, as by: them 
22 ufed; ö are perverted do a quite contrary End. 318 
94 But now Ohriſtianity, and the Doctrines of our 
7 holy Religion, is ſo far irom derogating from theſe 


Pertections of God, which they inſiſt ſo much u- 


F pon, wamely,:his:Goodneſs and beueſcent Nature, 
403 | 
d 


_ that Chrĩſtianity docs advance theſe Perſections 1n= 
mſmitel yc higher, than it is poſſigle to thoſe, vb im 
= pugn Revelation, to do; and at the ſame 'Lime, 


& || Cees and ialrar his Holineſs, p,, 


7 8" uud f ede, that God 


8 * ates + $M 8 ö | C 6: y. 8 8 10 0 | 
. - undbother!Pcate&ionsy whitchi ate nocleſ$refferitim 


whisNatubes which by the Schieme of 
.. Pemeipleg art intiteby overlogkid in chis Matter: 
Out holy Religion docs teach ust that God 
en bor g mog d Zrabipns;! Exod. XXXIV. - 

: fforingy/and; abundaut in Goodnefs\and 
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1 ruth, &c. but yet 
+ alt | cho: E !willyjadee nightly But then lit 
- vs — —— Goodneſs, Mercy, and 
8 185 0 x dor Sinner in; that rather 3 
4 . to gage an ea G ge 
MWVeom andistradg-1 and in ibis ee 

| > T | Mitey ts eee e i 246505 
4 N ade te 1e iequlticanſatichd? aud 
155 d: well to the. Tranlgrafſimę het is Sin 
ander) che Aftndenpajddned:; aher 
e Ta debe ged, ann Mrrcheabounding 
Sehe Criminal A hrra e Meatli ſubmitted to und 
bt igfumphed. er- dio qu S 07 £ft9rls fl: 
eas is thergidetBubjecirmartercoſ=qhe Cliri- 
; - ia Revetiris 3: Ite wan:tHiay2t6! the Ho- 
ddr And Cloth of att ithe/DivinePette@ ions, that 
[| + Gra&eyMercybd Salvation is thiugh : Chriſt 
0 anrpae :-publiſhed- and-/r1evealed-:ro:; Joſt Sinners; 
1 Num iii, l 552946. There is Frapitiutidu through Sis 
I | might ha Juſt; and _ 

Alter tlem thut believerin (Clift: Feſus. 


will. -by tio: Means: nlear.uabe 


-*Reyelation':d0es . Bn | 
mY 


ll] -* This-Goſpe" tevdats co us, na only: omg 


9 S diner may de pardoned: conſiſtentiy with Juſtice: 
aud Holineſs; but- likewiſe: how our. corrupt 'and; 
depraved Nature may be healed, c and 
fandctifd, * l raiſed up by the Grace 


bus and 


Pringiples-:itipatſil 


* 


( 


Enjoymentiof Cod, as our laue Fortidui: Low 
Here we ſay is: the Mercy, Good neſs and che 

Haficent Nature of God, ihfinitely mere mami - 
leſted than according to the, Deiſts Schema ef 
y can be, and yet: all this is td 
the wagnifying his other Attributes, which are 


| CC 587 50. PEE 
end Inflaence af his:Holy Spirit, to chat Meaſure | 
of Holineſs, and. Conformity of Nature tene 
Dimſelf, ſo aa cha may, in a Conſiſtency iti his 
Halineſs, communicate. himfelt to us hisea- 
tures, and: we made capable o. deligheing in wh 
God and his Holineſs, and ade Happy inithe 


4 


no deſs eſſential; and the Glory of the Dirine 


Nature, Fohu! iii. 16. Go ſo loved the Morid,. 
#bat; he gave: bis oniy begotten. Su, Sg. Rome. 
7 whnle 206: Wers ge Sinners riſk died # or- W820: 3: 


gept moſt aga inſta in the Scheme gf the Chriſtian. . 
Doctrine, namely That the, d f God ſbould de- 
come Man, in order to bt @:Satrifi.ce and "Proper... 
tiatipn to fetisfy. Divine Fuſtice;Bee: by telling them 
we ſay, that however inderd Na tinc's Lighæ “k 
never / have diſtovered thus much, yet now mat 
it is plainly revealed; there is nothing in the M 
ture of t be ¶ hing; to ſpeak in iheit: o-πƷñn Dialect, 
that is here impoſſible, or implies a Contradicls if 
on; Nothing in tbis Docttine, but what is every {if 
Way ſuited to infinite Wiſdom; yea here k W - 
that chis manifold Wiſdom does appear. In this 
Way Divine Revelation gives us more clear, and 
infinitely more èxalted Ideas of God, and all his 
ble for thefe Men dt(o 
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vbdecive; according 'to' the Principles which they 
_ Ianiocain in Oppoſition theretod. 1 
lk were eaſy to preſs them upon this Head, 
and ſhow how fooliſhly, and'unworthily of God, 
they are forced to'ralk,) in maivtaining the Sut- 
fleiency of Nature's Light: How unworthily of 
| God, and his Perfe&ions they talk, in objecting 
againſt this Part” of Revelation, how. that they 
WII allow God to do nothing, and to know no 
_ other Way, but what they, by their datk and 
blinded eee we e o e 
and aſſign a Reafon for. ag 
| -/Sgre nothing can be node! arrogant, than or 
Ser mortal Creatures, removed but a ſew De- 
[= rees from nothing; and who knows ſo very little 

ut himſeli, or how his Soul and Body are united 
together) and do mutually act upon, and affect 
ene another; and yet for him to pretend, that 
Sodd cannot do any 'T hing; but-what we are able 
te account for, and give a Reaſon of, is ſach a 
Degree of Arroganpe, that nothing but Pride, Ig- 
noratice, and deſperate Enmity againſt God, can 
be at the Root ar But this Subject is een | 
for me to launch further into it (H 
Thus, when we conſider the Means by which 
Salvation is purchaſed, as they are revealed to us 
Made Geſpel however much they be reckoned 
Fooliſhneſs by a blinded World, yet appear every 
Way eo of e 44; tounded. in 297075 
Wiſdom. ©: 17: POS WOES - & ir C30 
„i * e S | =" 13 & oO _ A \ ITC ww a Nov 
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i That: 85 wool ing this BS larg * ils 
Keare, may conſult Bates's Harmony, &c. Taube, $ ſpeculum 
Ebeolcgiæ in Chriſto, Halyburton ag ainſt Deiſm, and our late 
Writers W the Infidelity ot the Age: 


_ aekhowledge 


_ andithat all who ever betore ſpoke u 
ject, the grea eateſt and moſt accurate: Philoſophets 


5 che poſative: Precepts and Inflitutions - of Revelat 


„„ We ) 
27 Now, adh Were © we. td conſider a any 
Length the doarinal Part ef our holy Religion; 
and what are its Frecepts revealed directing our 
Duty“: Here the Deiſts: myſt be at a Stand, nud 
that there never Was in the World ſuch 
Syſtem of Morality as is taught in the Goſpel 
upon this Sub- 


fall. vaſtly ſhort. ot it. What are their Syſtems ot 
Morality when compared with this ? Nothing but 


incoherent, in moſt of them diftcring, and in 
other/Caſes plaialy ſinful .. 


But moreovet Chriſtiauity does carry its Nbg 


lity to a greater Height" than all the 3 
ot the World ever 
late the inward Thoughts, the Frame, , 

and Diſpoſition of the Mind before God, sell 

as the outward Action before the World. 4 Fer 

93 l finally-ic does reoommendi and inforce::ies 

Preceprs by Motives and Arguments vaſtly: ſupen 
rior, and more engaging than any that ever were 
_ oftered by: the great and vile Men. in the leatned 


Firs to, even to 
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But this our Aareal 1 | 
on that the Morality of the. Chriſtian Revela- 


tion is truly excellent and perfect; yea it is owing: 


to it, that they are enabled to talk upon Moralizy 
in the Way and Manner that now they de, 
tho they ate not very frank in acknowledging thar . 


they are fo much obliged to Revelation. aces 
But che great Objection wich them is galt 


tion; this is what they reckon Fuoliſbneſs; and, 
here theydil 


play their Wit and Rhetorick, or ra-, 
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was purckaſcd/: Ahe more modeſt at our Ad ver- 
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tos che: Nature of 
But it is a ktherlpabrive/Probepts laidcidows 15 


1 N 


Ge: 30 

agreeahle to the a Buna Sock to 
command his:Creatures any Thing which then 
rechen hach bot an imediste feegſſary Cannectien 
with, and Influenee wpon: their Happincls and 
Felicity; andihenes they: rid icule all pi Pre 
en unwoithyi d Come from Gad, and ſax 
thas? ue thereby.repreſens Gndo as an arbitrary = 


Being a Phraſe then ſrem much tu delight tin, 


whacommands. megriy for the;Sake of TCommand- : 


Diſobedicnce.-;): ib mbH. % jhom dt 1 dent. 
Now the poſitive Precapts of Chtiſtianity. bea 
ig But few, :namely the: 420: daαπments f Bap- 

1d:the Lord's. Supper, the ane initiatory in: [ 


— Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and the other "BY 


commentorativs'6f the Death and Suffering of our 
ac, iby which un Redemption 


faries allow, hat if Hh. other Daoctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity be ſufficiently e ſtabliſhed, thete is not 
much iq/ theſe w/ Sacraments, | but what mighe 
be allowed; wirhdut aby Reflection am the Goods = 
neſs ot Gi or his ung N us not agteeable 1 
Things: 18411 22 19:91:37 323d ; 


in the Bible, which chey more fiercely attack, 
and by chemdendhm dur co invalidate the whole of a 
Deine Revelation!!! bis E 
A great Part af the Ceremouiel La, ve 2 8 
$s:of-this Nature. it did conſiſt E 
many poſitive Pret 
as they were Repteſentationa ol grtac Blefſings 
— afterward more fully axhibited and __ 
veulech to the Wörld, as thay: were ſuitable -- 


Hei pe Ns wy: "They | 


4 
31 9822 771. Were 
* 


ing end then; pubiſhes bis Creatures kor heir 


S and Inſtitutions: 8 


405 theofttencment, do be him 1 Divine 


6239 5 
—— bing des (ihe Their Saſs 
of the Word, ori-colnmanded>by God merely 
for che Sake of Commanding. 7/20 = ond DP 
Theſe Precpts were eitller neceffary to keep 
Ifrael-from * ng themſelves wit the h. 
minations he Hleathen, uud learning of then 
their: Way; winnie bro fhaniggnH e 
cit Qr hos neceffary continuity. 70 mache. has 
that |: Holineſs and Heart:purityp"' which God, 
who is infinitely holy, did require af them as dis 
People, and a Nation holy, — 42 unte 
- kin 597 200 n Rondo” Ke I ad Aid, 
Or were inſtructive to them of the grand Point of 
Divine Revelation; namely, hD]ͤ́ Sin was: tol be 
cxpaated! by) the ne. ho n w come, und 


| . eit 215117 oft erated 67 samo! Taq. 2:18 9&9! 
To enk ar other of theſe Tieada halt ceremonial 
e be reduced andoſura 
in all theſe there is ndt hing nw word of Ga 
rorhing;: but hi) a ſbme teceſſary or 
then un their n ditnition a fi 
vere not arbitrary; ts or Precepts gien, 
which had no real: good Tendeinep, or mot duited 
tdſtheir Circumſtances. VIIe 20 Hl 940m Brig 
But we would fain ask. - theſe: Gentlemen who 
itopugn ian poſitive Inſtituxions, Mhat i No- 
tions they have of Religion : And how Religian! 
whith. certainly muſt teach: u our 2 
BI 29 S pin ond 05 ib T 
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hee u ig 5 0 xl is 
ts ava, ci Fin i ally es 1 57 yl i — | 
| eee Aan ; 


| (er 32) 
| Bebidvivus todafd God dn welt conſiſt vithour 
ome. /policive Brecepts.and-Jaſtitutiahs/377 2 1 
vo That we ought won acknowlelige and honanr 
Gol in all- his Perfections, and -aecordinply | 
afcribe tohimithe>Glory that is dus, is, bat 1 
1 hone of cheſe Gentlemen will deny. ;chnenten 
That the Happineſs and Dignity of thie human 
Are does conſiſt in Conforthity:: to Gad) in 
zeſembling him in- All; his — and tlie 
pes we 1 in theſe, the: more i we odve 
orte is gut Natutd cxalted, is files 
K. cn fo ppoſe cannot, will not be: dee 
"liek T bow” 590 o mon 01 Went 2% 00 
le rin :theſe- that; we: hold Conimabion: wii 
Bud; it is in theſe that we tan-trſemble: him, 
- oth? i doingoſo, itiis tlicrebyotharwe :ackhow 
"ledge and pay Homa age to him, in theſe his. Attrĩ 
biites*whictrhemanifeRts roms; und ſets before us 
for our Imitatiom: Even his\olivefs; itt ſhoes 
 Gpodneſs, Merey; (Trath) drci mar Sod Vie nf 
"»Burnow-b would fain Know of UHE mis not God: 
"Wkewiſe: a Being that is Inffnirr; Ommniſcinnt, 
© everywhere preſent, Brernait tut hurh ſupream: 
_ Dothiniowand: Authority over g all his Creatures; 
and more eſpecially hath Right to c mand and. 
govern his rational) Creatures, whA are capable 
„ Underſtanding and e ett bis 
LANG or e d lt To oval yall enot 
Now if (there were no Fin Precepts. in Re 
X gion. I want to know what Way we could 
- honour God, and pay Homage to theſe his Fer- 
fecklons. in which It 1s zeknowtedgedthar Man | 
bear no Reſemblance, unto, God. 8 
. be obliged to yield Ob. deince to o- 
. e 1 & 4 lows CA che * of 
ings 
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3 | e | | 
Things; and: what I am perſuaded will have a ne- 


ceſſary Tendency to, and natural Conne&iort . 


with my Happineſs: If I do ſuch Things, meerly 
becauſe my Reaſon bids me do them. I would 
fain be inſtructed by theſe Gentlemen, how in 


that Caſe I can pay my Acknowledgements in 
a practical Manner to the Authority and Sove- 
- reignty of God, my Lord and Law-giver, ſeeing. 


in that Caſe it is not the Authority of God com- 


manding, bur my Reaſon; that is the formal | 
Ground of my Obedience. ws TYM 


I would gladly be informed; whether or not 
Obedience to the Commandment of God, becauſe 
it is his Command, be not the -moſt practical 


and greateſt Evidence of my Regard to the Au- 
| 5 thority of God, and my acknowledging myſelf | ; 
| Indebted to him for my Life, Breath and Being, 


who hath Right ro command me, and rule over 


me? Dol pay an equal Reſpe& to his Autho-—- 1 


rity, when I do theſe Things only which I ſee and 


am perſuaded have a neceſſary Connection with 


my own Advantage. ; 


Bauch is the Notion which theſe Perſons with 


all their Pretenſions to accurate Reaſoning would 


give us of Religion: That is, they. would ſer me 
tee from all Regard to the Authority of God, 


or his Right to command us by virtue of his 
Authority: Allowing us to pay no Regard to the 


Divine Command, but merely to conſult our own 
Reaſon, and make that the ſupreme Standard 
of all our Actions, without allowing God to 
have Right to enjoin us any Thing, or to be 
wiler than we ta know beſt what is for our Good, 7 
or what is moſt ſuitable for us to do. 
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1 SM to all he akin Part of: ankinc 
"x this be a Notion. of Religion worthy” cheer 
God or Man, or if it be agreeable to the Nature 

_ of Things ; chat is, to the Dependence: that we 
| have upon God, and to the ſupreme Authority nge 
juſtly challenges over us as the Woche HD his | 
Hands. 
But oh! 1 ſay they;: that which we Abba pute of 
18 That you repreſent God as giving to Man, 
pes to innocent Man, a Poſitiwe Precept, in a 
Thing merely indifferent, and which could no 
Way tend to his Happineis; and for his Failure, 
or gat opſerving of that Precept, all Mankind are 
tepreſented as: ruined; deſtroyed, and caſt out of 
God's Fayour : This, ſay thay is the Caſe by 
us repreſented with Adam in that poſitiye Pre- 
gept given him, Not to eat of the forbidden Fruit: 
Sure, ſay they, there was no moral Good or Evil | 
hexe this Fruit could have done him no Harm, 
Why then ſuch a Command, as to reſtrain him 
© from that which could do him no Prejudice; and 
for Diſobedience to that Command, that. he ſhould | 
be puniſſied with the Latsrob God's n and 
ſubject to endleſs Miſery, 2. ? cee 

On this Head they n nav to tri 

umph. Is not this, ſay they, an arbitrary Precept ? 

Is not this to command, or forbid, merely for the 

Sele of; Authority? Is not this to: give us an 

Ades of God as an arbitrary Being, who gives 

_ Gommands-to his reaſonable: Creatutes, without 

any other Reaſon, than eee becaule 3 it is his 

| Wil 22 49 a TT 2 * l " of5 Pt! 3 8 2 Th 

Wr ſhould have ie 8 Gendeeh had 
. a little more ſparing of hatd Words and In- 
os. Till, at dealt 8 had brought us ſome 

| _Fradent. | 


N h ha 
evident Reaſon from the Nature of Things, to 
ſhew that this Command, as it is ſtated in Di- 
vine Revelation, is not neceſſary i in itſelf, and un- 
| becoming God who gave it. And we would ask 
them a: Queſtion. or two on this Head, for the 
vindicating the Honour and Credit of ſacred 
Hiſtory. -- 
Did not God, the And of our Being! ow 
hielte. good and: beneficent God and Creator to 
Manu, when he beſpoke him out of nothing, made 
him ſuch an excellent Creature, indued him with 
a reaſonable and immortal Soul, capable of reſem- 

bling God himſelf, in Likeneſs and; Conformity to 

Wbom lies the ar inch and Glory" of our Na- 
ture 2 | 

Was not che Goodneſs of God Ukewiſe very 
1 conſpicuous, in that he not only formed to Man 
2 Body ſo. curious, with its variety of Members, 
every way fitred for all the Ends and Purpoſes of = 
Life here, and did ſo richly furniſh him with all 
| Conveniencies in this World, both for his Neceffi- 
ty. Eaſe, and Aenne Arp HE was in 
the dame? | 
Did not God as Mang as it were, "Lo o- 

. ver this lower World, in forming the Creatures for © 
his Service, and granting Man Power, DION, | 
and Authority over che Works of his Hands, 
uſe all theſe Creatures about him, as his Neeclity : 
aud Conveniency, did want the ſame ? I 

We canthave no Diſpute with the Deiſts upon N 
any ol theſe Queſtions, ſeeing they talk ſo much of | 
the Dignity ot Human Nature, and of the Lord's 
Bounty and Liberality co him above ths: reſt. « 
| be: \ our ens "aig a be Rr 
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Now, upon this 1 CR AK "them, OT it was 
= not very ſuitable and reaſonable, that Man, who 
did hold all theſe Things by the free Gift, Bounty 
and Favour of his Lord and Maſter, ſhould not, 
at leaſt on all proper Occaſions, give and return 
to his Lord and Maſter a Tribute of Praiſe, an 
Acknowledgement, or call it what you will, 


1 . whereby Man ſhould publickl y acknowledge his 
| 
| 


Dependence upon his Lord and Maſter, and own 
that from him he does daily poſſeſs ſo many 
Favours? 
And upon this I e further enquire, if it 
be contrary to Reaſon, or Nature of Things, as 
they love to ſpeak, that when Man was placed in 
ſuch advantage eus Circumſtances, in the Middle 
ol the Garden of Pleaſure and Delight, enjoying | 
that profuſe Plenty, if we may ſo call it, which | 
"God did lay to his Hands, that he ſhould by 
ſome publick Ad or Deed, acknowledge daily, that 
All he did enjoy, he held by the Tenor of a free 
Bit from God? _ 
| -_ Sure I am this looks very reaſonable and 
* 1 hope theſe Gentlemen, who pretend ſo much to 
be governed by Reaſon, will allow that nothing 
was more reaſonable, than that Man ſhould both 
daily and publickly. acknowledge that all he en- 
Joyed was from he: Corners: and free Gite of 
3 = 20 God. „ 
* Why then, I want to Noe whar kurs was 
1 1 God s \forbiddiug Adam to eat of the Tree of 
- » :Knowled ge of Gopd and Euill, and that upon the 
Pain Pg Death, | I abſtract here altogether ' in 
my preſent. Argument, from the Conſiderat ion of 
3 eee, of. Works, and regard it only at 
dhe Time as a e OY ke an os | 


= = ET A 
. to Man} in theſe e while the Lord 
| | his God allowed him Plenty and Variety, while 
be gave him Dominion over the Fowls of the Air, 

| Fiſhes of the Sea, and Beaſts of the Field, and 
2 of every Tree of the Garden to eat freely; was it 


aà hard Command? Was it unworthy of God 
that he ſhould require of Adam to abſtain from 
| the eating of one Tree, thereby to give an out- 
| Ward practioal Evidence, or Token and Sign of 
; his Homage and Acknowledgement before God 
every Day, that he was ſenſible he was not ab- 
| | ſolute Lord over his fellow Creatures, but did 
| hold his Right to them under od hi ſupreme 
| Lord and Maſter > 5 
— Was it unworthy of God to require ſuch a 
1 Thing of Adam in theſe Circumſtances? And 
was it unworthy. of Adam in his Circumſtances | 
to be under ſuch a Command as this? | 
+ Yea, was it not very neceſſary, that Adam, in | 
the Affluence and Abundance he did enjoy, and 
in the Exerciſe of that Dominion which he was to 
_ uſe over the Creatures, the Work of the Almigh- 
ty Power, as well as himſelf, that Adam ſhould 
daily have before his Eyes, ſome ſtanding Monu- 
ment, whereby he might ill be put in Mind, and 
kept in Mind, that he was not Sovercign Lord of 
the + Univerſe ? bur did hold all that he en joyed, 
by a free Gift from his Lord and Maſter, and for | 
Which he was to acknowledge him daily; as in a 
_ thankful-Imprefſion thereof in his Spirit, fo by h 
abſtaining from the Eruit of that Tree, which was 
placed in the Midſt of the Garden, that Aan 
35 might haye i it continually on his Eye, and | 
be put continually in Mind of his Dary towards, # 
inks: enn 1 


— 
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Ves, might we not here poſe the moll circum; 
het of theſe rational Gentlemen, whether they | 
themſelves always in caſe to give not only 
outwardly, but inwardly in the Frame and Tem- 


per of their Heart, that Reyerence and Reſpe& that 


As due unto God, as their bountiful Link and 


| Maſter? Or whether or not they do want them- 
ſelves daily to be put in Mind of the ſame? And 
et after all, are not ready enough to. loſe · ſuitable 
Impreſſions upon their Spirits, of their eee 8 
"_ — Author of their Being. | 
; hether or not was it then, worthy, of God, to 
ee! 1 4 Precept to Adam, to put in Mind and 
p lim in Mind habitually of his Duty? 
Tea, whether or not was it neceſſary, : 6 Adam 
mould have ſuch a Monitor continually before him, 
lf. * keep him in Mind of his Duty; and that by giv- | 
ning Obedience to this Precept, in abſtaining from 
. 5 of that Fruit alone, he ſhould thereby teſti- 
* fy, that he did hold-all his Happineſs, and was 
God to hold all his Happineſs depend atly Upon 


Mas not this then very agrecable. to e of . 
Wings, that is to ſay, to that Sovereignity that 
SGod challengeth over his Creatures, and to that 
Dependence that Man had upon God his Lord 
and Maſter? Was it not agreeable. to this, that 
n ſome ſuch publick Manner as this, that ne . 
: ſhould daily acknowledge his Dependence, and 
that he was well content with that l 
$ 5 5 of. Happineſs, his allwiſe and e 5 
tor had thou ught fit to beſtow upon him? 
I think I have ſaid enough to obtain Ant 
from every one that will allow himſelf to be guided 
* he ware} that it ray Way ſuitable 20. thes | 


Nat ure 


: CCC 
N * of Things; ; and'I * know, what was 


in all this that may be called an arbitrary C. 
mand, that was unworthy forGod to give orMan 


to receive. 
And then if you will conſider it in this View; 


which J hope will be acknowledged to be worthy of 
God, I would next know at theſe who make Light 


of it, if there could be poſſibly a greater Aggravati- 


on of any Sin, than this of Adam's eating of the 
forbidden Fruit, in Oppoſition to the Will and 


Command of his Lord and Maſter ? 


Was not this moſt criminal in its Nature? Was "Y 
it not to ſay, and ro ſay it not only in Words but 


in Deeds, that he would hold his Happineſs no 
longer dependently upon God ; and would theres 
upon withdraw, or refuſe to pay that Tribure 
which he was commanded for to give? 


Was not this to ſay, that he would l i 


ledge: God no longer for his lawful and ſupreme . | 
Lotd:; that he would no longer be obliged to God | 
ter any of theſe Favours he ſtood poſſeſſed of, but 


Was well pleaſed with the Project to which he was 
tempted, to ſet up to be God bimſelf, and to be 
2 dent, and as "the. neceſſary Conſequent of 


5 that wotul and helliſh Reſolution, to throw up all 
| Acknowledgment of Homage, aud 0 75 53 
bis Lord and Maſter? 8 
Upon this, was it not God-like or ſuitabie to 15 
his Mufſeſty, to withdraw his F avout 2 8 Man | 


mis 'rebetticus Creature? 


And when God did withdraw, was it it poſnble . 


but Man muſt be mniſerable, in departing and be- 


_ ng ſeparate from God, the Fountain of all Life . 
and Happineſs: In the Nature of the Thing he 
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that they were worthy of God to give, and ſuited 
to the State and Circumſtances of his Creatures to 


: whom they were given. 
Thus Thave endeavoured to bew, What the World 
may reckon the Fooliſhneſs, of preaching, both as 


to Matter, and Manner of it, is a Mean worthy of 


God, and ſuited to anſwer. the great Deſign, the 


ſign y * 


N Glory. of his own Perfections i in the Salvation and 
Happineſs of Mankind; and in particular, that 
as the Moral Precepts in the Sacred Writ, are pure 
and holy like God himſelf, ſo the peculiar Doc- 
. * rines of Chriſtianity are every Way worthy of the 
Wiſdom of God, are agreeable to his Perfections; 
and that even theſe which we do call poſitive Pre- 
_ in Religion, are fat ſrom being unworthy of 
by: ; to give, but every Way ſuiting his great De- 


united to. our Cireumſtances, and to 


chat — Pg which all of us hare upon our 


Lord aud Maſter, and becoming that Reverence 


| | . and Regard which we owe to his Authority. a 


Ik. We come now to the Third and laſt Propo- 


L, F namely, That it was every Way wortby of 
Dad, and wherein his Wiſdom, is 


Ailplay d, That 
when the. 178 by. i Wiſdom knew not God, 
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A Period this Light was inade £> ſhine forth. 
That imm_Jlarcly after the Fall, this Method 


ed and made known to the World.. 

N . ak che lame Revelation Was again renewed 

immediately | alter the Flood, to Noa and His Fas. 
mily, from whom all the Families of the Extth are 

: l id that they were perſuaded and ſatis# 

d.that this een was from Heaven. Both 


ſuch Time 
fall i in with Sacrifices and ſhedd ing of Blood, Is 


jeceſſar ty and effencial Part of. theit Religion! 184 # 
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That the) 50 fo, is what is. evident from all 

| Hiltory, beyond Contradig ion; ald therefoft it 1 
is incumbent. on theſe, Gentlemen, to ſhew, ho 2 
| yy No or People t ſhould fall into That Pi aQits) | 
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Nor in 1 id | they ever wakes FO an Ob: 

IRA AE Al Tow ' Nazareth his being tlie 

effias, fo Nebel Nos other Aceounts, as not ſuit- 

ing cheir 20 'otions, they did reje& him, 

Vet it w FH Never on. this Teach that he: did not 
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| | i erz Va they, continue © in the Belic£ | 
I he js 27 to, Lame 4 Rar, 


| k yo 4 ir be fo | 
Jong! is Appearance. „„ 
11 1 5 the. 5 orld, who were defliiare | 
Il gf Revelatigs, and the powledge of this Me tas, 
lt. bis ada . on World, and the Method of 
, mne Accep- 


3 NE s plain from 
what is already ſaid, thas they” had the Know- 
| ledge of this Nick tie is Noab's Family; from 
| whom they were all deſcended" So it is evident in 
Fact; thar this continued av 4 tfradimone! Rg 
| among them A leng Time after their Diſperſion, 
even tho” they were ale bf ther Family of bras 
Bam, tö wiom the Lord wäs pleaſed” te" 
nete Diſcoveties of chat Methäd from Tine ts 
Tinſe. hos; ren 212 er e 
"0 This bndtniable in ehe Cale ef gs 22 
of Median, X/e5's/ Fatherlin-Luw, and 
wfiate ver Tine ef the World che Hal be 
toflx his Life / be peaks moſt pöintedly of * 2 
and eee, ſo his Friends talk of 97 
coveries;” and'-RevelationsTrom God of bis: 
düs Biirpoſe"6f+ Mitoy ad Patdon te poot® _ 
ters; pattituldrly: Eubü, ob XXIV. 19, 26,1064 
but ſceing it is 3 
World foo Wt the nowledpe ef theſe Things, 
aid however they kept up ehe Cuſtom of ſacrifi: 
ding, yet as they: ntingſed Wiehrnit abeominable 
Kites of their own; and wholly” loſt! the End and 
Intent of Sacrifices, a8 i Aude by God: IE 
will be ſaid, why did not God ſend among them 
fuck Men and Prophets as might keep and pre: 
ſetve the Knowledge of tlie orginal Revelation, = 
and of the only Method * of attaining Hoppinels' | 
1 and the 3 of God? 
"And ſeeing it is undeniatses thut be ret Uthe 
Nations did very ſoon loſe the Knowledge of this 
Method, and wandered im their own Ways af 
ter theit own Inventions, why. did not God, ſay 
our Advert ies,” Foorſer"" net, — 
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1 | Meaſures to 2 \Umightys 1. 
= kings» and ak. what, 5 Time and Mauuer wenn f 
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„ais Providence is A great Depth; and hisGoings 
I and Footſteps; are in tbe;deep Haters ;,, che ſeveral 
|  »Qccurrevecs, both in the Kingdom of Vatute and 
(ase, ate wavy, Wich our Hort Line of Rea. 
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wr tinge ths all ens ieee Wilden, 


in what it may be mainly deſigned for," nor vet 


and Ounſegummoes; and therefore tis no Wonder 


were not able to account for-; and indeedi it was 
nd Wonder, for it is but à paſſfug, trauſiens 
and partial Vie of any Event that we can, havd 


on the Stage of Time; we cannot vie the ſame 
in all its Oauſes, Gircumſiancos, Cuncomit ants, 


n'picrce intõ Futurity, and lay open its Effect 


chat we are not able to account for all the My 
teries in Divine Provi po bur theſe wilahine 
in their Beauty, Euſtre, Connecticn, chen 
the '2vbole | Scene thereat: will. eaiſplayed, at one 
View in the 2 of, Glory. 5 


55 Thus, were we to reſolve; an Auer to this 


Queſtion' into the Sovereignty, of God, I ſce no 
what Man can object to the ſame; ; and it ougb 
ton ſilence us; that e ah ig. iufiwizely iſe and; 


unos beſt how tom rule in the World, and diſc: 


denſe of : his. Erace and ' Favours, hath thought, 
only at 4 ſuch 4 Period, to ſeudæ bis San ine 


n 
tiles, as ell ug thi Glorg.\of «his People, Iſrael, 


This ought ro ſatisfy us, that it. wWas the. een 
Time, ſeeing. God himſelf though e . 


Kad fer poor Mortals. te pretend ite —— 
f amd Argue againſt the ſame, is no, leſs A rrogancg i 


than; to pretend to be wiſer than God, and die 


5 rock kim better in his Council.. 


But tho the Lord we anne nene n 1 
his Managements to ue, or give us a Reglon f for big; 


Will and; Pleaſure, far who can ſtaꝝ his. eee 


8 we. ng 


” e ibu 4 ring | 


Loſwcr. S 


( of 3 4 
* to 10 Oßession We ehen Aeg de⸗ ? 
ring; the Apoſtie, in che Words of our Text, dees 
ſuggeſt another Salutiori, by pointing out to pg, 
that this is not only; an Act ef his d. rein, 
but like wiſe of his en, that at that particular 
Period, and no foonèr, God ſhouid / make known, * 
more fully and erten bay, this Method of Sal- 
vation to the World,” whey, on Aſter ber the 
 World'by all their:' 19 ſel; know mat Gol. 
What 7% affirms⸗ Thut wait! Man 099d. by 
wiſe, tho born like an wild: Aut, is verified 
in lamegtable Experience, that poor Nan, is :no | 
[||] leſs prod than he is miſerable = and this % 
| Pride of Spirit in pretending! to Wiſdom, while 
| we” are, and act as' Pools in teſpest of every va- 
It luable and laſting Concerti,}is no. mall Part of 
our Miſery, of rhe Corruption, and Depravity of dur, 
Natute, that muſt be cured before we can be-happya 
„And our gracious God putppſing for us Saua - 
hi tion ſujred'to ourDiftempers,'it:is|mgnifeſt it muſe 
be ia ſuch a Method as to counter this Pride f ouri 
Spirits, and bumbis us iin the Sight of God: In- this 
tie Apoſtle is muſt plain in the ſubſequent Part of 
this Chapter, and concludes; That no Fleſh Ghonld 
8 Preſence, but be that glovieth, ood bins 
glory in the Lol. 2083-29 d s tou att” 
Conſequently in; every Part ol chis Salvatthin 
it was ſuitable to God's Defigri, that it ſhould be 
ia ſuch a Manner, and by! ſuch Means, as Man 
[|| ſhould never have been able to tontrive, or pro- 
|). Je, that the Pride of Man may be numbied, and 
„rte Whole Praiſe redeund unte . ee 
lone it 18 duc. SI in Y Deiner: RN "Ii 
© *Hence'effedtuaſly" to Hop th Mouth: k. bun 
 giorying i in mY! and his Nefünnu, TE 
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Able ta the Actings of Divine I iſdlam, that Man 
| ſhould be left a while, by his Wiſdom, and ſearch- 
ing into Nature, to ſee what Remedy he could 
find. out, to cure his Malady, and attain to Hap» 


G When the great and wiſe Men had tried this 

to the utmoſt, and by a Succeſſion of them, each 
having the Advantage of the Invention ot thoſe 
who went before him, and each endeavouring to 
reform, and make up what was amiſs, or want- 
ing in the Schemes of others: And after that all 
their La hours this Way were fruitleſs, and never 
reached any valuable End, or Recovery of Man- 
kind; yea, when they acknowledged ſo much 
themſelves, when they fainted, and gave over the 
Search, as being noways able to attain the End, 
then it was werthy of God, then did his Wiſ- 
dom ſhine: This was what ſuited God's great 
End and Deſign, in ſtaining the Glory of all Pride, 
mercitully to ſtep in, and by the Pooliſhneſs of | 

| Preaching to ſave them that belieben. | 
Had not the Lord in his Wiſdom and Sovereigtt= | 
1, left the World, the wiſe Men and Philoſophers, 
to exert themſelves, and ſtretch their Miſdom to 
the utmoſt to reform the World, the Pride of 
Man would have been apt to glory, that had 
they been left to themſelves, they could have diſ- 
covered theſe Things, or at leaſt ſome what that 
would have reached the ſame Enudd. 
That their Pride would have tempted them 
arxrogantly to aſſume ſo much to themſslves, is e- 


o 


viddent ſtom the Diſputers of this Age, who, nat» 

withſtanding thole that went before them, had | 
been convinced all their Endeavours had been un- 
ſucceſslul, and lamented oy much in very affect. 
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ing 3 Yer our Wen have likes up Prin- 2 
ciples from Revelarion,' and with their uſual: Mo- 
deſty paum them on the World, as DifFates of Na- . 
ture diſcovered by them, and by theſe endeayour 
to overturn” the Neceſſity of Revelation itſelf. 
Thar in Fact, the Lord in his Providence, rail 
ed up ſome very great and wiſe Men, called Phi- 4 
ee one after another, who ff t their Time, 
imployed their Talents in laying down Rules, 
and preleribing Methods, by which the World — . 
be recovered, is ; ge” n not, in this 8 8 
denied. ALL II. 0 5 
The Variety, yea Diverſity of Opi inions, amon 
theſe Philoſophers, about true Happinef 3, wherei 
it did conſiſt, and the Way how to attain it, is 
plain Demonſtration; that the | ſucceeding were 
very ſenſible thoſe who went before them; had not 
Prins fs it, but were 'far from” ir. the 
En f 5 8 4 4 4 
That the Wotld" "WAS 5 eſther” the wiſer-nor the 
bessert with Reſpe& to true and laſting Happ 
neſs, and the Cure of the Corruption and Deja: 
vity of human Nature, is evident in Fact from 
the Hiſtory of theſe Times, and the Acknowledge- 
ments of Philoſophers themſtlves. 
That after their on aig t they did à 
Ge 005 ny Os. of ever Nr able, Sed all i 
| [413-0] "Wiſe ＋ 
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* 05 There is to this . a ah Paſſage, ci 
18 ted by Doctor Clark, in his Evidences of revealed Religion, 
Page 457, 158. and by Fleming in his Chr: felogy, Vol. 2. 
I aße 42· The Words are from Plato in his Alcibi ades, 


Where he brings in one of Sacrates's Scholars ſaying to 
him, It ſeems 1 to me * to N quietly, and to 21 
; ti 
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* 
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nen Bae 7 41 11 
- | 774/don,, to reach the End, unleſs, the Lord him- 
* | - felf ſhould; interpoſe from Heaven, by ſending a 
divine Perſon, a diving Philoſopher, as they ſpeak, 
among them for that End. ne 
| That from, the 1 


* 
Tx 1 12 
nl 
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That from. the Idea they had of the Div'ne 
_Goodneſs, Mercy and Compayjjen, they did. xxpect, 
\ I _ that God would reveal from: Heaven the true Way 
ok attaining his Favour, and geliver them from 
their Miſery and Darkneſs, is no leſs evident from 
| many Expreſſions chat dropt from them, and.frem 
an acknowledged general / Expectat ion prevailing, 
that ſome ſuch great Per 2 (m) would appear up- 
is S ir r 3609S <0” 
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[> tilF ſuch Time as we can know certainly how we o ght 
to behave ourſelves both towards God and .Man——Tc 
will be beſt to forbear offering, any more Sacrifices — 
than to run the Hazard of offering Sacrifices, which we 
know not whether they are acceptable to God, or 
mor, e ee eee e 
(m) Among many Quotations braught to thisPurpoſe, 

T only point ont theſe known Paſſageg · Suetonius, in Vef; © 
_þaſ. Chap. 4. There was a conſtant and preyailing Ori- 
nion ſpread thro? all the Eaſt, that it was in the Fates or 
Decrees, that the Fews ſhould be Maffers of the World: 
Sc. See to the ſame Purpoſe, Tacit. Hiſt. Book 53. Chaps 


J mmm co ing et eg ns Ptw ROC 
la the fore-mentioned Place out of Plato's Alcibjade 
— When will that Perſon come? J long to fee ag 

know who he is; when ſhill he appear? c. Well 
then, replies the Scholar, We will then make our Offer- 
ings to the Gods when the Day comes; and I hope, | 

GOD willing, ir may not be far off, 8 
- That they did'erpect him under the Chbracter f '# _ | 

Divine Pexfan, who was to ftee rhe World ef, \Mifery 
and Si n, is plain fi om that Part of ''t he Syb:/lia1@ ton 
rected, by Virgil, Ecclog. 4. It is veryrerus;{lilkels Cour: 
tier and Elatteter, be applies that Fröpheſy to Sov of 

Aſi nius Pollio the Conſul; but as the Biltory informs as} 
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World, and make the World happy under his 
Government: So thar Chriſt was juſtly ſpoken of 
het under this Title, The Deſire ef 


© Upon all which it is evident, that tbe World 
Ey all their Wiſdom knew not Cod, could not in- 
form the World what Way he was to be worſhip- | 
ped acceptably, could not preſcribe the Method 
for the healing and curing of our corrupt Na- 


And therefore I hope, that whoſoever will allow 
himſelf ſeriouſly to conſider theſe Arguments, will 

_ with me conclude, that it is ſo far from being an 
Argument, that Chriſtianity is not from Heaven, 
becauſe Chriſt appeared no ſooner in the World; 
that it was every Way ſuitable to Divine Wiſ- 
dom, and God's great Deſign, that then, and not 
till tben, when the World by all their Wiſdom 
 * "Knew got God, that it pleaſed God, by the Puli. 
© weſs of Preaching to ſave them that believe, 
No, from what is above laid down, we de- 
duce the following Concluſionss 
t. What Folly is it, and Contradiction to right 
and ſober Reaſon, to reject and cavil at any Part 
of Divine Revelation, becauſe it contains ſome- 
what which we are not able to comprehend. It muſt 

be Arrogancy in us, peor ſhort - ſighted Creatures, 
- who cannot account for the Structure of our own 


by the Prop 
all Nations. 
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very ſoon, to check his Flattery : Fot tis 

evident, that that Propheſy, as quoted by him, (and we 

E * knawimat if chere be any other of them extant, nat 

fſuſpected of Fergery) can agree to none, but truly to 2 

11 Divine Perſon, and the Bleſſings ſpoken off are too great 
For Aan to procure to the World, 


at Child died 


another; 


_ the Almighty, what is fit for hin to do, or when 

It is fitteſt for him to doit ; as if we were able to 
govern the World better than he, or being his 
Counſellours, would dictate Wiſdom to hang PE ve 
415 

_ who. knows nothing, an an 
moved from nothing, to pretend /@ to . 


Rs 


Pods he the Union Lu, and W 
how a Body 


Patt of the Creation, or give a Hanlon on why a 
Pile of Graſs is green, an 
loux ; and yet will preſume to preſcribe Rules to 


2. How yain and arrogant is it for 


is but one Degree re- 


to give a 1 W Ley rae cak And 
yet upon this falſe and abſu Propoſition hangs” 
all the Streſs of their late Attacks upon Revela- | 


tion, and the poſitive. Ys ar laid down there. 
3. That what the Adverſarics to Divine Reve- 


| lation do glory moſt in, and obje& againſt Religion 
when it is allowed a fair and impartial Trial, it 


appears ſo far from being inconſiſtent with the 
Wiſdom of God, that it plainly a . to be 
worthy of him, and carries its own Evidence and 


15 Character of Wiſdom in it. 


4. That therefore Chriſtianity is is not a Religion 


. THe is affraid of the Light, but craves a fair. 


and impartial Examination: And however it re- 
veals many Things, which Nature's Light and 


Reaſon could never have diſcovered; and howe- 


ver indeed lome of theſe be above our Reaſon 
or 


and Spirit do mutually act upon one 
T 


not of another Co- 


. the Divine Natyae, and aur 1 "New 4 
God, .as 8 theſe, which they do N 9 

ture of Things; to tell —] that it B 00 fir ur 

God to preſcribe us any Th ty, but what [| 


Man is able to find aut hey int and be able 


N. 
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(57 3. 
or Faculties to conprehicnd, or. edi FI 
There is nothing in it that implies a Cotradi ien: : 


Nor is it to be ſuppoſed we ſhall be able fully to 


ſee him ar be is; yea without doubt through E- 
ternĩty there will be new Wonders of infinite Wiſ- 
dom diſcovered, to the Faculties of the Admirers 
and Inquirer i in the higher Houſe, which will 
mike their Songs of Praiſe to be always nem thro 
endleſs Ages: Wherefore, unleſs we will pretend | 


to be as wiſe as God, we ſhould ceaſe from ima 


ning, that we are able ro, Wea kufficient Rea- 
on forall his Actions 
* While all cheſe dit % ani te Men, by all 


BY Wiſdom knew n God; and what 3 * 


ledge tliey had was not ficient to make known 


to Then Redejnption from "their preſent; miſcrable 


Wl #8 125 ate: Ven, for all the Knowladge they had' of. 
Soc, 12 7 ai dot worſhip bim as. God, but became 
* Aran in «ther e, Sec. as the Apoſtle does 


juſtly ch 21, 22, Sc. And 


7 changed. thee Glory of the 9 God into an 


Image made like to corruptible Men, &c. Having 


before us ſuch a ful Examples, let us who enjoy 


the Benefit of Divine Reve Arion, bleſs God who 
hath brought Life aud Immortality to Lig bt by 
the Gofpel, who*hath thereby not only made known, 
ro us Salvation purchaſed in a Way worthy o 


his Wiſdom, and iluftrative' of ali his Divine 4 


Ferfections, a Salvation every Way ſuited to the 
Cafe and Circumſtances of us poor Sinners, who. 


were in no Capabity to help ourſelves, © 
I: Let us bleſs and magniiy his Gace, not only for. | 
[8 this Revelation; and fall in with God's great De- 


be? in it; but let us like wile bleſs him, that now 
is 


PF 
Fs 


underſtand the whole Counſel of God, vari We 


| 


2 * N 


3 7 
is he to us our Duty i in a more diſting Man- 
ner ; and that we have ſet before us Motives and 
Arguments to our Duty of vaſtly more Influence 
than all theſe, by which theſe wiſe Men did, or 
could urge the Practice of moral Virtue or good 
Actions upon their Diſciples and Followers. 
Let us therefore be thankful for the Revelation 
we are privileged with: Let us ſtudy to know 
our Mercy, and improve it; above all Things 
ſeeking to feel the Power and Efficacy of theſe 
Truths upon our Spirits. It is then rhat we ſhall, | 
have the Fitneſs tor Chriſtianity within ourſthves, 
| when we ſhall feel that our Religion hath wrought - 
in us that for which it ĩs revealed to the World, even 
the Healing of our Natures, and raiſing us up to 
that Meaſute and Degree of Holineſs, and Confor= = | 
mity to God; That we may be capable of {crying | 
him in the Spirit, capable of beholding and ſceing 
his glorious Perfections ſhining in the Revelation 
he has given of himſelf, and As to him the 
Glory t at is due: Capable of delighting ourſelues 
in God, and reſting in him as our alone Portion 
and Happineſs; That we fi d ourſelves, Rom. xii. 2. 
transformed by the renewing of our Minds, and — 1 
may prove what is that goo > and acceprable, and f 
perfect Will o Gel. ;- > 


It is then we ſhall be NIN to reliſh the Comforts. 
of Religion, when we thus know its Reality i in our 
own Experience, and ſer. to our Seal to it, That 
- theſe are the Truths of God, which accompanyed. 
with a Divine Influence, have wrought. io us, that, 


which es leſs 0 RATE Power " cayld 
effect. | 


oft 


This 


hie veth doth feel within himſelf 


by all their Preceprs; Diſcourſes and 


will never prove the Mean of of 8 Sinners, 
. reaching" the great End! of the Goſpe 


I and Power ot Religio! 


This is that bse 2s for the Reality 

of Religion and Chriſtianity, which be that bo- 

, 1 John v. 10. _. BY 
6. Let me conclude w 4 "atiother | 1 | 

Is ic ſo that theſe great Men, theſe Philo oper 


tipori the Subject of Moraliry, were never abſe 
r arch the World: | Binced infer, That the beſt, 
moſt learned, or eloquent Difcourſes of Morality, 


4 


namely the 
n of theſe who are St x bert to the * 


* * 


r Alverſaries here Mill nor 


+ We profes, and ot 


: 420% it, That Chyiſtianiry dots reveal the moſt 
ſublime; the moſt perſect, and beſt digeſted Wien 
5 * Motalicy. that ever the! 


Duties of Morali 
ing and affecting A 
1 Philoſophers wete able to. preſs thelt-Precepts by. 


World was Dick with. 

We likewiſe pr rofeſs, That out Saviour and his 
Apoſtles in their Dilcourſes have inforced Theſe 
ty by more powerful, more mov- 
ments, than ever the Heathen 


We acknowledge, Thür Chriſt hath incorporate 


5 the Law or Dutles of $arural Religivh, if we may 
be allowed ſo to expreſs it, into his eligion which 
he hath taught the Worid: And requires Obe- 


dience to theſe bis Commands from afl his Diſ- 


ciples, and enjoius his Followers, that they be 


careful to maintain good Works, and bring forth, 
this way, much Fruit, that they may Sorify ? their 
their Father which is in Heaven. 

He told his Hearers, That be came not to de- 
"fry the Law, but to fulfil it ; and his Apoſtles 
in preaching the Juſtification of the Sinner beforc 
God, thro* the Righteouſneſs of „ * 


3 * & x 
Tx 
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1 65 ks of the 148, 57 yet La thar 3 rb 
| they do or male void the Law, but eſtabliſh Y 


off ſure it is, that the preaching of the Law is not 
itſelf the Mean of God's s Appointment for con- 


verting of Sinners, of delivering them from theſe 


wicked Courſes into which they are paturall 


plunged :. It is not the Means of healing 9 
corrupt and deprayed Nature, or putting them 


Caſe truly to yield Obedience to the 148. rn 


theſe Precepts of Morality, which by Revelation 
xe inculcate upon them with the greateſt Evidence 


and ſtrongeſt Motives. 
It is certain, that ſince the Coming of Chit 
and the Law as explained, by him and his Apoliles, 


the Miniſter of th Goſp cl, or if you will, the 
Chriſtian Philoſo opber can. 922 talk and diſcourſe 


of the Law, and Duties of Morality more di- 


indy, and inculcate its Duties by ſttonger and 
ſweeter Motives, than the Heathen . Philoſophers 
ever did, or could do by: all their Learning and 
Eloquence ; yet it is equally true, that while they 


preach no more but orality, they ſhall"ſee 48 


little Effect of their Sermons, as ever the Phitoſs- 5 


phers did of their Diſcourſes. W 
That theſe wiſe Men, by, all their Precepts E 


Merality, were never able to teform human Nature, 


hath been abundantly ſhewed : their Neighbours 


were little imptoved . betterẽd by all their” fine 


Sayings, yea, nor even themſelves. If it be true 
what Diogenes Laertius faith | oft hem in the Hiſto- 
ry thar he gives of their Lives, "That they them- 


ſelves lived in the Neglect of theſe Pregeprs which 


they taught others, and in the Practice of theſe 


2 Sins; and even very oo ng which OP did de- 


8 PR. in others. ae: 
Our | 


— 


1 
1 
San „ ON 
U Our late Authors, who write on this Subject, | 
Ado obſerve a great many Defects about them in 
| | 4 their teaching Morality, and aſſign a good many | 
if | Reaſons, why all their Teaching could not pro- | 
1. ett. . 
rio, That however by their Contemplation of : 
11 the Works of Creation and Providence, they did 
read the Being of God, and his eternal Power and 
f- God-head, as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, Rom. i, || 


K. 19, 20. yet they had, at beſt, bur groſs Notions 

of the Divine Nature and his Perfections, and as 

* the Conſequent of this, they were ignorant of that 

Way of worſhiping the true and JivingCGod, which 

i was ſuited to his Excellencies and Perfections: 

5 For while hey knew God, they did not worſhip bint 
243 Cod, faith the Apoſtle : They fell into the wor- 

| ſhipping God by Images: And as they could not; 

well conceive how all zheſe Perfectious, which did | 
produce ſo many various and ſurpriſing Effects in . 
the World did belong to any one Being: Hence 
they fancicd a Plurality of Gods, to whom they 
did aſcribe theſe different Effe LC - 


Yea the greateſt of theſe Men, who maintained 
the Unity of the Divine Nature, yet ſtill they fell 
in with the corrupt (#) Worſhip of their own. 
Country, and directed others to follow the ſame. 
ill” 2do, As they could not account for the Way 
= how our Nature became ſo corrupted and de- 
. %% 4 T0 


ll 
| 
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) Cicero de Legibus, Allows us to worſhip and ſerve 

_ *theſe Gods, which we have received from our Anceſtors. 
And Ejiftetus, Chap. 38. Allows his Diſciples to offer 

up their Sacrifices to the Gods, every. one according 

to the Religion and Cuſtom of his own Country. : 


— 


_ * — 
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59 ) 
praved : So they 1 were more eſpecially ;onorant of 


the Way by which ſuch as had ofiended God 
might be reſtored to his Favour, and how our ſin- 


ful Nacure might be healed : Hence the Multi- 


tude of their Sacrifices, and ſundry very ſhocking | 
and unaccountable Parts of their Worſhip. to ap- 


peaſe their Deities ; and even the greateſt of them 


declared, that they thought ſomewhat elſe was 


wanting, that they knew not, or could not find 
out ; as we ſhewed from Socrates, in Plato his 


Aleibiades. 


3tio, As they ſeem all to deoy aj ideals the 


Reſurrefion of the Body, Acts xvii. 18, 32. And 


as ſome of them denied the Immortality of the Soul, 
and future State of Rewards and Puniſhments ; ' 
eyen ſo theſe among them, who appeared to main- 


tain and aſſert the ſame, yer talked about it ſome- 
times in ſuch an uncertain and doubtful Manner, 


as could not fail to render their Diſciples Scepticks 


about it: Or at leaſt they maintained it with ſo 


little Certainty, as it could have little Influence 
upon their Walk and Converſation. The great 


Socrates in his Apology, a little before his Death, 


expreſſed himſelf thus, as Plato reports; I am, 


B fays he to his Dilciples, about to leave this World, 


and you are to continue ſtill in it, which of us ſhall 


bave the better Part allotted us, God only knows. 
And while he expreſſes his Hopes of his being 
happy alter Death, yet ſays, that he would wad 


be too. confident and peremptory about it. 
And no leſs a Philoſopher than the great Cicero, 


ö Jong after Socrates, ſpeaks very dubiouſly on this 


Head, Tuſculan Duet . Lib. 1. ſpeaking of the 
Diverſity of las Que among the Philoſophers | 


| about- the. MO or Immortality of the Soul, 
| H N . XS 


1 


-hath theſe. very remarkable Words (o), Which of theſe 


| 5 Opinions is true, God only knoweth, and which of them mag 
| probable, js a very great Queſtion © tuo 


From whence, I am ſure, it appears evident, that the 
gtreateſſ of theſe Men ſpoke ſo doubtfully about all theſe 
sf Motivesand Arguments, with which they did inculcate 
[ _ their Precepts of Morality, that they muſt needs have 
but very ſmall Influence upon the Practice of their Diſ- 
Eiples and Followers. | # . 


N A 


. 4fo, I need not in the next Place remark to you, That 
even as fo moral Virtue, and our Obligations to it, they 
 did'talk very inconſiſtently; and there does not appear 

Any one conſiſtent Scheme of Morality that was laid 
i] down by them all; Who ſpoke rather as a Trial of their 
1 fy and Elo quence, than any Endeavour to reform the Man- 


4 * mers ef Mankind, by ſnewing them plain and neceſſary Duty, 
ſo as ws himſelf 4 e in his Book” de Re- 
ca. eln N T 7 1 8 
nad that any of our modern Philoſophers do talk more 
rationally and conſiſtently on this Head, is pl: ly owing 
do the Advantage ier have from Revelation, tho' many 
have hot the Ingenuity to own ſo much, 
E50, It is remarked concerning them, That when their 
Philoſophy was at irs greateſt Height, that the greateſt 
of hep mere ty divided among themſelves a bout Man's 
chief Good or Happineſs, and they did run into fo many 
different and contrary Opinions about it, that Auguſtine, 
tom Varo, reckons no leſs than 280 different Sentiments 
_ of Philoſophers, upon the Head; and they were ſo ob- 
4 Rinars every. Ong \n defending his own. Opinion, that 
they left ore World at an Uncertainty, in the Matter, 
- and" loft themſelves in Wranglings and endleſs Diſ- 
BERTIE SMS. GA SRL 0 RES 
de, As to theſe Things wherein theſe Philoſophers 
e which they wee, ablg to explain and 
prove diftin&ly to others; fach' as the plain and ob- 
vious Duties -of Morality, yet it is acknowledged by 
others, and complained of by themſelyes, that they had 
not ſufficient Authortiy to enforce them upon others, and 
)) 
| wifes 
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2 "nd rather ropoſed theſe Rules und Dictates of tkeilg 


| 1 why all their fue Sayings had 


4 
lige Mankind to fall in with them; —_ ſo the them- 
:lyes- deſpaired of the World's being g reformed * 


as Matter o Speculation, and to advance their own Re- 
putation, than that they expected that Mankind was tg 
be reformed by them. 

"Theſe, and others of the ſame Nature, are aſſigned 


nas the Grounds and Reaſons, why it was not poffible 


the World could be reformed by all that rheſe wiſe Men 


or Philoſophers could advance on the Head of Morality, 
and to one or all of them it was owing that the World 


Wh 18 neither the wiſer nor the better, with r ( ed to 


e great Ends of Salvation by all that they h. 25 | 


et I know not, bur after all, there e eile Rea 
| tle Effect; 
nor am I quite ſakisfied, that pM laſt mentioned, 


3 their Vant of Authority to enforce their Precepts, | 
be a true Reaſon, however they themſelyes thoughe fo, 


and complained of their Want of it. 

| Their Complaints on this Head do a a how little 
they d truly underftand: = Corr 9550 8 and Depra- 
vity of human Na ture, and what 


14 they 
ſeem to have bad of a real Cure 66 Remed I for the 


_ ſame. © 
Why? They were Men of great Learning and ſome 
of them of great Influence in the World had much 


to ſay in the States and Commion-wealths where they 


did live ; and. yt x t whe complaitied they did want Au- 
0 ir Precepts; that is to ſay, they. 


Br” to enfi 
Would by external BY have compelled Men to an out- 
ward Compliance with; and Obſeryation of their Rules. 
"*Bar alas! What would this have ayailed to the Cur 
of our corrupt and depraved Nature, while the 14. 
was not reneched or ſanttißedld. 
This was with khe Phaviſce 20 make clean the Outſide. 
of the Cup or Platter, while the Inſide WAS full e 
neſs and Abomtinations, 


'By this they diſcovered what mean Notions they bad 
of the Holineſs of God, and what' poor Notion. the had 


of that Holineſs" in the Creature, that would make us 

capable of Ha ine fs; ; it diſcovers ,w What little N 
ledge they had of real H ineſ; 
trac Happineſs and Dignity of out Nature does conſiſt, 


namely, in Likeneſs and Conformity to God, not only in 
8 ur ourard Actions my ow: eſpecially 11 the Frame, 5 


- 


15 


and wherein the. 


N 


A "Temper, and Diſpoſition of the Soul, whhreby, ſays the 
| Apoftle, 2 Pet. i. 3. We are Partakers of the Divine Na- 
But why did they want Authority to enforce their 
Precepts? Had they not as much of Human Learning 
and Eloquence as the Apoſtles of Chriſt? Had they not 
vaſtly more Regard paid them by the great Ones of 
the Earth, than the few deſpiſed and perſecuted Diſci- 
Wh} ples of Jeſus? 5 „„ oi: - 
Wil _ Was not the Number and Quality of their Diſciples 
and Followers, in all Human Probability, able to have | 
more Influence on the World, than the few deſpiled 
Chriſtians, who went about preaching that Doctrine, 
that not only was reckoned Fogliſbneſs. by the World, 
preaching that Doctrine that was ſo very contrary to 
the moſt beloved Luſts, and ſtrongeſt Inclinations of 
ll. | the Children of Men, and yet by.the preaching . of 


* 
4 * 


the Apoſtles, the Power, Wiſdom and Learning of the 
World was made to fall before them, and Men of the 
moſt abandoned Principles and Practice were brought 
de the Acknowledgement of the Truth of Chriftiani- |; 
ty, embraced its Doctrines, and its Morality, ſo as witng 
. . to go to Death in Defence of the ſame. 
Why, therefore its plain, there was. ſomething higb- 
ce and greater wanting than all theſe Grounds and Rea-. 
Wi} ſons, that are for ordinary aſſigned, wby all the Dictates 
of theſe Philoſophers upon the Subject of Adorality, was 
not able to reform the Manners of Mankind. OL 


, "$ < - s 


Aud that which we reckon was the greateſt Thing wan- 


* 


|S} ' ting, however little obſerved, was this, namely, That 
however clearly and eloquently they did; talk upon 
ll this Subject of Morality, in however beautiful Colours 
they did paint the ſame, whatever beautiful Ideas they. 
did give us of Virtue, and Whatever frightful Ideas 
they did give us of Vice, as below the Human Nature, 
as an Enemy to Society, as what muſt need be atten- 
ded with Shame, Diſgrace, and Miſery, as its frightful 
#| Conſequences; yet (till all theſe ne Sayings of theirs, 
F were ſeparate from Ehrif, or had no ConneRion with him, 
ig whois-the Life and Soul of all Religion; and as they 
were not Mearns of God's Appointment to reform-the 
World, ſo they were not accompanied with the Power; 
ot the Spirit of Chrif, without which, ho ere mall 
vet reach any ſaving End, without which no Perſon ever 


"I. 
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tete: ä 
| was, or ſhall be converted, without which there is no + } 
Inſtruction, that ever will have a real and transforming. - 


Efficacy upon the Hearers of the ſame- 


And therefore for the ſame Reaſon, however much 


no ſome are . e with Harrangues of Moraliey, or 
Diſcourſes upon Mo JG e 
Subject upon which many ſeem fond to'ſhew theit Elo- 


quence, yet it is certain that theſe are not the Diſcourſes 
or Sermons that will reach the Great End of Preaching, 
namely, the Converſion of Sinners, or building up of the _ 


Saints in their moſt holy Faith ; nor are ſuch Diſcourſes 
found in Experience to have a ſaitable Tendency ro re- 


form the corrupt and degenerate Age whey we live. 
ed, and the Duties 


No doubt Morality is to be preac 


ral Virtue, and however that be 4 


ol both Tables of the Law to be preſſed and inculcate : 


Holineſs is one main Theme in the preaching of the Goſ- 


oy of Jeſus, as that without which ns Man ſpall ſee be 


But alas! the moſt Part of our Sermons, and Diſcour- 


ſes on Morality, do labour under the ſame gramd De- 


fei with the Le&ares of thoſe Philoſophers; only moral 
Duties are inculcate as agreeable to the Dictates of Na- 


ture, as flowing from the Reaſon and Nature of Things, 


as lovely and amiable in themſelves, as carrying aRe- _ Þ} 
Ward in their own Boſom, as what tend to the Peace 


F.4 


and Happineſs of Society where we live, with other Tos 4 


picks of that Nature. 


But when theſe ſhall be inſiſted upon never ſo much, 
while they ate preached without any Relation to Chriſt, | 
ia whom all the Truths of ee do, and muſt cen- 
ter, as they ate not the Mean of 


reformiug the human Nature, now ruined bySin; ſo they 
are never accompanied wich the powerful working of 


* 4 - 
| -#crucified Feſus, © 
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God's Appointment for 


that Spirit of Chriſt, which accompanied the preaching. 
of the Goſpel by the Apoſtles, by which Multitudes were 
converted, and which Spirit muſt till in its Meaſure ac- 
company the preaching of the Goſpel; and all the fe- _ 
|  veral Truths of Religion, otherwiſe they will never a?: 
| vail, nor anſwer the great End of Religion itſelf,  ' _ 
And this Mean of the Lord's Appointment, and 
which is followed with Divine Power to reach the End. 
. TheConverſion of Simners, is, as the Apoſtle does very plain- | 
ly and expreſly affirm here, the preaching Sefvation thro” | | | 
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